
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 4, 2021 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McDaniel at 7:00 p.m. 

LOCATION:  Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI 

Present:  Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, and 
Marzolf 

   Absent:   Council Members Kittle and Verbeke 

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, Assistant City Manager Grice, City Attorney 
Beckerleg, City Clerk Pierce, Assistant to the City Manager Skopek, Police Chief 
Baker, Community Development Director Cohen, Finance Director/Treasurer 
Schulz, Mgr. of Public Utilities Deman, Engineer Cousino 

   1 Guest 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
4a. City Council Workshop Minutes, September 27, 2021 
Moved by Knight, Seconded by Hawkins. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the City Council Workshop Minutes of September 27, 2021.  
VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 21.10.131       Motion Carried (5 - 0) 
 
4b. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, September 27, 2021 
Moved by Marzolf, Seconded by Burmeister. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of September 27, 2021.  
VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 21.10.132       Motion Carried (5 - 0) 

 
5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 
7a. Board and Commission Minutes 

7a1. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, August 17, 2021 
7a2. Tax Increment Finance Authority Special Meeting, September 21, 2021 
7a3. Election Commission, September 27, 2021 
RESOLVED:  To receive and file the Board and Commission Minutes. 

7b. Motion – To approve the 2022 City Council Meeting Schedule. 
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RESOLVED:  To approve the 2022 City Council Meeting Schedule. 
 
Moved by Hawkins, Seconded by Burmeister. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the Consent Agenda. 
VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 21.10.133       Motion Carried (5 - 0) 
 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
9a. Public Hearing / Motion – Revocation of Planned Unit Development Approval for Primary Place.  
Mr. Cohen presented that this revocation is being considered for the PUD at Primary Place due to the 
appearance of stagnation and the unsightly condition of the property.  He provided an overview of the 
project.   
 
Mr. David Steuer of Steuer & Associates, Inc. was present in the meeting.   
 
Mayor McDaniel opened the Public Hearing at 7:06 PM. 
 
Mr. David Steuer, President of Steuer & Associates, Inc. explained that the goal is to see the buildings up 
and occupied sooner rather than later but there have been several unfortunate circumstances he has had 
to endure.  He shared that the spike in lumber prices have caused difficulty.  He shared that the 
underground work has been completed to satisfaction in the Spring of 2020, but upon digging for the 
footings, the contractor found old building materials that were buried eight feet deep. Due to these 
findings the contractor walked away from the project causing him to find another contractor, causing a 
delay in the project.  He is committed to being a good citizen within the City and that these delays are not 
from a lack of wanting to complete this project.  He is hopeful for a Spring 2022 deadline to complete this 
project rather than a Winter 2021 deadline.   
 
Mayor McDaniel shared that this is the most complained about property within the City.  He pointed out 
that Mr. Steuer has had this property since 2014 and there has not been a lot of progression.  There is a 
need have this property more presentable.  He shared that the challenges are understandable but there 
needs to be action taken to see an effort made. It was noted that the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
has invested $261,036.30 for the cleanup that has taken place on the property.  Mayor McDaniel 
commented that there are several things that could be done now to help with this huge blight in the 
center of the downtown.  He suggested that something be done with the fence, move it or remove it.  He 
also suggested that the weeds be trimmed and maintained and that the porta potty be removed.  Mayor 
McDaniel also asked that if Mr. Steuer is not able to get construction started that the fence be taken down 
and complete a rough grade to make the property look presentable so there are no hazards in the area.  
Mayor McDaniel would like to see one story completed by May 15, 2022.   
 
Mr. Knight shared his frustrations with the trail.  He commented that the pathway belongs to the City 
therefore this needs to be number one for improvement, something needs to happen to make it look 
good.   
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Mr. Steuer commented that would like to go back out to the property and look at the fence.  He stated 
that there is a rental contract on the fence.   He will look at the fence and work to get the proper trimming 
completed.  He does not want to take the fence down to turn around in three weeks to bring it back.  The 
porta potty can be removed.  He will work with the underground contractor and discuss having the grading 
done.  He will also walk the path to see what can be done.  It was discussed that the suggested motion 
proposes a $30,000 bond and Mr. Steuer would like it to be $10,000 because he knows that he can have 
the site graded and seeded for less than $10,000.   
 
Mayor McDaniel commented that he wants to be assured that this site is going to be taken care of and it 
is not going to cost the tax payers money to do it, so he would like to see the bond stay at $30,000.  He 
commented that he would like to see a substantial amount of construction, underground utilities, 
completion of footings and at least one story completed by May.  With regards to the fence, it needs to 
look presentable.  The Mayor is not in favor of leaving the fence as it currently is.   
 
Mr. Cohen shared that the Community Development Department would like to see the marketing sign 
removed, porta potty removed, the pallets and debris removed, the current piles spread out and the 
footing holes need to be filled, or have a protective barrier installed if the fence were to be removed.    
These things should be done before November 1, 2021.   
 
Mr. Marzolf commented that everyone has been extremely patient with this project and asked if Mr. 
Steuer was confident with the new contractor he hopes to be working with.  Mr. Steuer shared that this 
new contractor was recommended to him.  
 
Mr. Burmeister shared that he is skeptical that there could be a contractor on board with this amount of 
work accomplished in three months and would support a May 2022 timeframe.   
   
Hearing no further comments, Mayor McDaniel closed the Public Hearing at 7:38 PM. 
 
It was suggested that once City Council votes on the proposed deadlines, that a written copy of the details 
be sent to Mr. Steuer so that he has a copy of the information.  Staff will address any of the hazards and 
concerns within the requirements.   
 
Mr. Steuer shared that he is concerned with the process.  He is not sure how quick he can get the orders 
completed.  Attorney Beckerleg stated that the suggested motion, as presented, gives leeway with Mr. 
Cohen to work with him to make the situation presentable.   
 
Moved by Knight, Seconded by Burmeister. 

RESOLVED:  To extend the Planned Unit Development approval for Primary Place until May 15, 2022, 
subject to the following conditions:    

1. Subject to the earlier termination dates contained in conditions 2-4 of this motion, Steuer 
& Associates, Inc. (the applicant) will voluntarily terminate the Planned Unit Development 
approval on May 16, 2022, if construction is not substantially underway by May 15, 
2022.  Substantially underway shall be defined as the installation of underground utilities, 
completion of the building’s footings and foundations, and the completion of a minimum 
of one story of vertical construction of the first building. 



City Council Meeting – October 4, 2021 
Page 4 
 

2. The applicant will voluntarily terminate the Planned Unit Development approval on 
October 9, 2021, if it fails to remove the porta-a-john from the site by October 8, 2021.   

3. The applicant will voluntarily terminate the Planned Unit Development approval on 
November 16, 2021, if it fails to remove the construction fencing or move the construction 
fencing at City Staff’s sole discretion and remove the marketing sign, and all the weeds and 
debris from the site, along with rough grading the site by November 15, 2021, and also 
repair/improve the pathway to the satisfaction of the City’s Engineer by November 15, 
2021. 

4. The applicant will submit a cash bond in the amount of $30,000 to the Community 
Development Department for the cost of regrading and revegetation of the site.  The cash 
bond will be provided as surety for the City that the site will be restored if the Planned Unit 
Development approval is terminated. The applicant will voluntarily terminate the Planned 
Unit Development approval on October 19, 2021, if it fails to submit the required cash bond 
by 5:00 p.m. on October 18, 2021.   

5. If the Planned Unit Development approval is terminated, then the City shall have the right 
to utilize the cash bond of $30,000 to regrade and revegetate the site.  If the applicant fails 
to submit the $30,000 cash bond and/or restore the site as directed, then the City Manager 
and/or his designee shall be authorized to take any reasonable action to enforce the City 
Council’s order including but not limited to legal action, invoicing the applicant for work 
performed by the City that the applicant fails to complete, and to place a lien against the 
property if such costs incurred by the City are not paid by the applicant. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 21.10.134       Motion Carried (5 - 0) 
 
9b. Public Hearing/Motion – To adopt the 2022 Budget and Millage Rates. 
Ms. Schultz presented the 2022 proposed budget for adoption and requested the approval of the 2022 
millage rates as they stand currently for both the City and the Library.  She shared workshops have been 
held to discuss the budget and that the major assumptions are not just considered for 2022 but through 
the next five years as well.  She reported that wages and benefits make up 32% of the budget and the 
capital and maintenance projects account for 31%, another 14% covers expenditures for water and sewer 
needs.  She shared that the primary funding source for the General fund comes from property taxes.  The 
second largest fund for the City is the water/sewer fund.  Staff for this department spend a considerable 
amount of time assessing current and long-term projections including potential worse case scenarios to 
be sure it only passes on increases necessary to meet the costs.  Any deviations from the plans in 2022 
and any unexpected expenditures will be presented to Council for their approval.   
 
Mayor McDaniel opened the Public Hearing at 8:01 PM. 
Hearing no further comments, Mayor McDaniel closed the Public Hearing at 8:02 PM. 
 
Moved by Knight, Seconded by Hawkins. 

RESOLVED:  To accept and adopt the proposed 2022 budget for the City and to approve the 
proposed millage rates for the City and Library for the 2021 tax year. 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 21.10.135       Motion Carried (5 - 0) 
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9c. Motion – To approve Asphalt Pathway Construction at Fieldstone Golf Club. 
Mr. Grice shared that staff budgeted $100,000 in the 2021 Fieldstone budget to construct a two-room 
facility on the west side of the golf course. Unfortunately, as with several other projects, the bids for 
construction and utility connections for this facility came in at nearly twice the budgeted amount. With 
that, the project has been postponed.  With the rescheduling of this project, staff is requesting permission 
to utilize a portion of the remaining $100,000 for the installation of much needed pathway connections 
on the course.  The projected asphalt pathway is a connection along hole number 12. The existing path 
has been comprised of gravel and asphalt millings since the course has opened.  This will complete a 
missing pathway section along hole number 15. This area is currently a combination of grass and gravel, 
and it is often wet and muddy. These additions will significantly improve the golfer experience at 
Fieldstone Golf Club.   
Moved by Marzolf, Seconded by Burmeister. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the construction of approximately 1,440 linear feet of 8 foot asphalt 
pathways to Best Asphalt in the amount of $37,500. Funding is available in the 2021 Fieldstone 
budget account #584-753-972.000. Additionally, to direct Finance to process the necessary 
budget amendments to reflect this change.  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 21.10.136       Motion Carried (5 - 0) 
 
10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 
Mr. Marzolf – He encouraged the residents to take part in the Fall Festival In the Woods at the Hawk 
Woods Nature Center.   
 
Mr. Hawkins – He shared that he attended the dedication of new signage hosted by the Friends of the 
Clinton River Trail.  The sign was sponsored by the 739er’s cycling club.   
 
Mr. Knight – He shared that the last concert is coming up.  He shared that he looks forward to the striping 
that will take place on Parkways Boulevard.  He enjoyed the celebration of the Library and the Community 
Center which was well attended and everyone had a great time.   
 
Mayor McDaniel – He took time to recognize Mr. Grice at his last City Council meeting and thanked him 
for this thirty-three years of service to the City of Auburn Hills.   
 
11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
12. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
13.    ADJOURNMENT 
Hearing no objections, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:16 PM. 
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Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

 


